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Medieval and Renaissance Literature
Introduction to literature from a broadly cultural point of view, focusing on major works that have shaped the development of literary and intellectual traditions from the Middle Ages to the eighteenth century. 

Class Description

For AUTUMN 2005: As It Was. How did their world appear to them? (Answer: Not at all like our world appears to us.) Through 1500 years of Western literature, from Imperial Rome through the Middle Ages to the Early Modern Period, this course will provide an introduction to How It All Happened, as seen through the eyes of those who were there. Students will read and discuss works both expected and unexpected, lawful and unlawful, beginning with the infamous Satyricon and ending with modern plays from Shakespeare’s own lifetime. We will lay bare the evolution of what we take for granted today. There will be a mid-term, final, and a term paper. Texts will include but not be limited to: Apuleius, The Golden Ass; Heaney, tr., Beowulf; Wright, tr., The Canterbury Tales; Arden of Faversham; Ben Jonson, Bartholomew Fair. Warning: Some of the readings will be obscene. Also: Since the Middle Ages cannot be understood without an understanding of Christianity, you will need to have a Bible or at least a New Testament.
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